Assignments Officer Ltr #4

28 June 2004


Greetings from your Assignments Officer,

Reminder, Please do not reply to this email.  If you have issues that arise from this letter, then feel free to write me an email about those specific issues.  If you reply to this email, I will not return your reply.  My email is dececcop@hoffman.army.mil
The Close Fight.  There are 3 major events that are taking place right now that will greatly affect my ability to be able to rapidly respond to your emails/calls/questions.  They are:  (1) FAO Branch will be preparing a "by-request" briefing for the CSA on FAO issues; (2) I will be in the board room scrubbing files for the COL board two complete times - once using the new computerized system, and then again using the conventional file method.  The latter is a precaution we've been instructed to take in the event the new computerized system encounters problems along the way; lastly, (3) I will be working the summer assignment cycle.  
I ask that during the next month or so, restricting your calls and e-mails to urgent issues will be greatly appreciated..  
COL’S BOARD.  As I mentioned, we will be starting today with the board scrub.  Here is some information that I previously sent out that is still valid for the board:


The MILPER Message for the FY04 board was issued on 03 May 04.  All personnel who believe they are eligible should check out the link I have listed here and read the milper message.  The currently scheduled date for the board is 27 Jul 04.  Here is some critical information from the message:

· Regular evaluations:  must be received error free to evaluations branch NLT 20 Jul 04
· Complete the record reports: thru date is 21 May 04 and must be received error free to HRC evaluations branch on or before 20 Jul 04

· Milper message for COL promotion board: https://perscomnd04.army.mil/milpermsgs.nsf/ee2966d4436df73a852569a50056935d/11fd3893054f279485256e8900503d5f?OpenDocument
Contact Ms. Tee Holloman for any emergency updates you need to do for your file.  Email: hollomal@hoffman.army.mil
Simultaneously, FAO Branch will be preparing a "by-request" briefing for the CSA on FAO issues.  Needless to say, I will be occupied.  I'll check messages periodically, 

FY04 LTC Board results.  With respect to the FY04 LTC promotion results, we have not been told the date when the results will be released but we anticipate that they will be released in mid-late July, like last year’s results. 
The assignment cycle.  Today we will be activating the preference statement for people eligible to move during the summer 2005 time frame.  If you are in that group, you received a note with the job listing on Thursday last week.  If you are not in that group, I invite you to look at the webpage and see how the process is working so you are aware of the system for when you time comes to participate.  https://www.perscomonline.army.mil/OPfamos/48b.htm
GWOTSM:  In the last update I told you to hold on the GWOTSM (not the expeditionary medal) as the board was reconvening to determine eligibility.  Below is a message from awards branch and link that confirms that all officers/soldiers on active duty are eligible:

Below is the link the the GWOT Message.  Para 3B (3) states "ALL SOLDIERS ON ACTIVE DUTY, INCLUDING RESERVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS MOBILIZED, OR NATIONAL GUARD SOLDIERS ACTIVATED ON OR AFTER 11 SEP 01 TO A DATE TO BE DETERMINED HAVING SERVED 30 CONSECUTIVE DAYS OR FOR 60 NONCONSECUTIVE DAYS  ARE AUTHORIZED THE GWOTSM."
https://www.perscomonline.army.mil/tagd/awards/GWOT_Medals_17Mar04.doc
FAO Issues.  There has been much discussion as to the future of FAOs and our role in the future.  The following link is of an article that was co-authored by one of your fellow FAOs.  It has generated much email discussion both in favor and against what the authors are proposing.  I highly recommend that you read the article to stay on top of current issues facing our branch.  Here is the link:  http://www.leavenworth.army.mil/milrev/download/English/MayJun04/vane.pdf 

Fellowships.  Just a reminder  that there are a number of Army Fellowships that are now coming available.  Although not all are appropriate for FAOs, if you are interested in doing a Fellowship, I encourage you to check out the HRC Development Branch Fellowship Website at https://www.perscomonline.army.mil/OPfamacs/FELLOWS01.htm . 

The deadline for many of these is rapidly approaching so if you are seriously interested, ensure to act sooner than later.
LASTLY…I appreciate your understanding with my request for limiting communications at this moment.  Ultimately it is for the benefit of the branch and for you as it will allow me to concentrate on major issues facing us at this moment.
Sincerely,

Paul DeCecco

