Honduras. Don’t tell anyone about, it will just make it harder for you to get there.  Yes, Honduras is probably the best-kept secret for junior officers in the Finance Corps.  But now that I am here, I can afford to let the secret out.

The US has a joint presence in Honduras at Soto Cano Air Base, near the city of Comayagua.  Joint Task Force-Bravo currently consists of 230 Army personnel, 180 Air Force Personnel, and 150 personnel of 1/228th AV BN.  Soto Cano is shared with the Honduran Air Force, and it is the home of the Honduran Air Force Academy.  The main missions of US forces in the Joint Area of Operations are host nation support, counter drug and narcotics, and search and rescue.

The Finance Office probably has more independence and a greater scope than any other Finance Office in the Army.   We are responsible for the military pay of all the Army forces assigned to JTF-Bravo.  The office directly pays travel payments for Army, Air Force, and civilian personnel with no involvement from DFAS.  We conduct disbursing operations, cashing checks, doing currency exchanges, funding agents, providing cash and coins for AAFES, etc.  We maintain an LDA account for paying all service and support contracts that are executed by Honduran businesses and individuals.  The account is also used to pay the 63 Foreign Service National (FSN) employees who work directly for JTF-B.

The office is staffed with five Army personnel:  an OIC (O3/O2), an NCOIC (E-7), Chief of Travel (E-6), Accounting Specialist (E-5), and a Cashier (E-4).  In addition to the military personnel, the office also employs three Honduran nationals.   They are responsible for processing contract payments and civilian payroll.

The JTF-Bravo finance office also has the distinction of maintaining the only ATM machines operated by the Department of Defense.  We are responsible for funding and operating the machines, which disperse around $600,000 of US currency every month.

That however is only half the story -- the work half.  The other half is even better. 

Honduras offers copious opportunities for traveling, adventure seeking, partying, learning Spanish, experiencing other cultures, and just about anything else.  The islands of Roatan and Utila, two of the best-kept secrets in the Caribbean, offer great beaches, scuba diving, beachside bars, and much more without the tourist-centric atmosphere or prices.  An MWR sponsored programs allows service-members to receive their open-water scuba certification in one weekend.

The cities Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula offer some big city amenities without the big city price tag.  The nightlife always provides some form of entertainment, whether it be restaurants, bars, discothèques, or casinos.  Another advantage of being in Honduras is the affordability – one can live like a millionaire with having to spend like one. 

The Mayan ruins at Copan are another popular attraction in Honduras.  The remains date back thousands of years, and are one of the best-preserved historical sites in Central America.

Outside of Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, and Belize are just a few of the countries just a short plane ride away.  They all offer their own brand of beaches, rain forests, nightlife, and culture.

As you can see, being stationed at JTF-Bravo in Honduras has a whole lot to offer someone who likes to work hard and play hard.

