NATIONAL SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Program Description: 
"SPACE TO MUD". NSDP was developed by US Army Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM) in 1992 after recognizing that the Army had a vested interest in producing qualified junior officers who understand how to bring national and theater intelligence systems to the fight – supporting warfighters at the Division and below level. The NSDP is one way to help train officers to do this, by integrating national Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities to support the Army in OPLANs, training exercises, force protection, and other crisis operations.


Graduates of NSDP will serve an initial 12-24 months utilization tour applying their newly acquired skills in positions involving theater and/or national intelligence capabilities. Utilization tours are normally at Army MACOM level or above, at places such as any MACOM headquarters, 704th MI Brigade, National Security Agency (NSA), National Ground Intelligence Center (NGIC), National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA) or National Reconnaissance Office (NRO). Of equal importance, these officers possess the knowledge, skills, and contacts required to succeed in future assignments in direct support of tactical forces as collection managers, ACE Chiefs and Division G2s. Upon completion, officers are awarded a 3F ASI.

Program Goals:
- Build a cadre of knowledgeable officers on national intelligence systems capabilities and limitations
- Develop officers to leverage national systems to support army intelligence requirements
- Maximize training experience for utilization tour

Course Listing:
The program consists of a balance between formal classroom instruction at the majority of national intelligence agencies, and extended visits to many of the national system operational sites. Some of the career-broadening events are:

- NSA Courses: Introduction to Satellites, Satellite Communications, Overhead Collection Management, National SIGINT Systems
- NIMA Courses: NIMA Orientation, Central Imagery Tasking Office Course, Imagery Requirements Management System (RMS)

- DIA Intelligence Collection Mangers Course

- USSPACECOM Interservice Space Intelligence Operations Course

- USAIC 35G and/or 35C Officers Courses

- USAIC G2/ACE Chief Orientation Course 

In addition to formal classroom instruction, officers visit and conduct orientations to Menwith Hill Station, England, NORAD, Ft. Bragg/Ft. Gordon (TENCAP), JAC Molesworth, Denver, the National Military Joint Intelligence Center (NMJIC), and the majority of national intelligence community agencies in the MDW area. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

· Have less than 12 years active federal commissioned service 

· Be an advanced course graduate in the rank of captain 

· Have demonstrated outstanding performance and potential 

· Have tactical MI experience 

· Have a DA photo at current grade and not more than five years old 

· Possess a current TS/SCI clearance 

Be available to PCS between May and September 05 by meeting PCS stability requirements IAW AR 614-30. For CONUS tours, officers must complete at least 24 months time-on-station. For OCONUS tours, officers will be awarded overseas tour credit IAW AR 614-30, Table 7-1, Rules 1 and 2. (Officers must be within 60 days of completion of the prescribed overseas tour except for officers who are curtailed for convenience of the government through no request from or the fault of the soldier.)

Application Procedures: 

· Submit an informal letter of application endorsed by the chain of command (through the first O-6) to arrive at MI Branch NLT 1 October 04. 

· Letters of application will state that the applicant meets eligibility criteria and include a brief synopsis of MI experience. 

· If a CONUS stability break or Foreign Service tour curtailment is required, the application must also include a copy of a DA Form 4187 forwarded through the applicant's chain of command and appropriate G1/AG to PERSCOM.
*Letters of recommendation are not required, but generally tend to increase an officer’s competitiveness for selection*
**No sample letters of application or recommendation are available**

Application Timeline:

· 1 October – Deadline for all applications in to MI Branch

· 14 October – NSDP Panel Convenes.

· 1 Novermber – Selectees and Non-selectees informed

· 15 July – Tentative report date for NSDP program selectees

