FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – STOP LOSS / STOP MOVE


Q:  What is the definition of a Major Combat Unit (MCU)?

A:  MCUs have been identified as Divisions, Separate Maneuver Brigades, Rangers, Special Forces Groups, 160th Aviation.  

Q:  "My replacement has arrived and my PCS orders were deleted/deferred due to Stop Move.  Our unit is at (or over) 100% fill for my MOS.  When will I be able to PCS?"  

A:  You are still affected by SM and will PCS after your unit’s main body one redeployment plus 90 days.  As a reminder, the Officer may waive the 90 day stabilization period.

Q:  What if stabilizing officers puts the deploying unit over 100% deployable strength?
A:  If a unit surpasses 100% deployable strength, HRC will look at diversions/stopping inbounds IOT maintain operational readiness Army wide.

Q:  I'm in an OCONUS unit deploying in support of OIF2/OEF5 and have a DEROS of 15 Jan. Does this message affect me?

A:  Yes, officers in OCONUS units preparing to deploy in support of OIF2/OEF5 are affected by the Unit SL/SM program. The DEROS for affected officers will be adjusted by Assignment Officers to reflect a new DEROS NET 90 days later than their main body one redeployment date.  The 90 day stabilization period may be waived by the Officer.

Q:  I'm a MAJ in one of the deploying units to OIF2/OEF5 that will have 24mos BQ time summer 04. Will I PCS next summer?

A:  No. You are covered by the SL/SM policy. It will be an internal decision of your unit commanders as to how you are utilized during the deployment. 

Q:  Will MEL4 Distribution still be sent to deploying units even though BQ MAJs won't PCS?

A:  Yes, however the MEL4 Distribution will be adjusted somewhat to account for stabilization of officers that would have normally (prior to SL/SM) PCSd summer 04.

Q:  The message appears to only affect those units preparing to deploy…Is anything being done to reduce/eliminate the "leakage" from units already deployed in support of OIF1/OEF4?

A:  CDR, HRC has directed SM (not SL) be placed into effect for all CONUS-based deployed units. Officers on orders in those units will be handled the same way as those covered by the published SM/SL program as it relates to SM only.

Q:  What are the “transition units” between OIF1 and OIF2?

A:  Transition units are 3-2ID and 1-1ID

Q:  What is the definition of P1?

A:  P1 is 90 – 100% available strength.

Q:  What if I have an approved Separation Date due to REFRAD?

A:  If your separation date is more than 90 days prior to deployment date of your unit main body one deployment, you will continue to separate.  If not, you will remain with your unit.  

Q:  I'm in one of the deploying units to OIF2/OEF5 and currently o/o to Advanced Civil Schooling summer 04. Will I still proceed to school next summer?

A:  No. Being on orders to ACS is not one of the approved exceptions to the Unit SL/SM program.  A request for exception to the SL/SM policy for any reason other than those listed in MILPER Message 04-032 must be for compassionate, compelling, or operational reasons and 

must be processed thru the appropriate MACOM to CG, HRC.  If ACS fits your timeline and you still desire to attend upon redeployment from OIF2/OEF5, you may still attend ACS as long as your branch can support the assignment and you are accepted by the institution.

Q:  Does SL/SM affect me if I am currently deployed and want to attend Advanced Civil Schooling (ACS) / Degree Completion Program (DCP) / Training With Industry (TWI) / Logistics Executive Development Corps (LEDC) / Florida Institute of Technology (FIT), etc following redeployment?

A:  Currently, the SL/SM message dated 13 Nov 03, does not affect you.  You are welcome to submit an application to attend ACS/DCP or any developmental program as long as the start date is after your main body one redeployment date plus 90 days.

Q:  What are some of the exceptions to Stop Loss/Stop Move?

A:  Approved candidates for OCS/WOCS, Officers on orders to SBCTs, LONGBOW transition course, UAV training, ARSOF training accessions and AMEDD professional schooling to name a few.  Refer to MILPER message 04-032 for the remaining exceptions.

Q:  Is FA39 training included in the ARSOF exception?  

A:  Yes

Q:  I’m in a Division set to deploy in support of OIF2.  What if I don’t know the division’s main body one deployment date?  

A:  This question will have to be answered by your chain of command.  

Q:  If I was affected by the previous Stop Loss, will I be affected again?  

A:  As stated in MILPER Message 04-032, skill based Stop Loss and Stop Loss for AOC 53 (Information Systems Management) has been lifted.  All others will fall under SL/SM and deploy with their units.  

Q: If my commander wants to let me PCS, can units request an exception in addition to the ones cited in the SL/SM policy?

A: Exceptions in addition to those cited in SL/SM directives are discouraged. If desired, Commanders must process them thru their Chain of Command, including the applicable MACOM, to CDR, HRC for approval. Replacements for these additional exceptions cannot be guaranteed by HRC.  

CSL COMMANDS

Q:  If I am slated to command a non-deploying unit in FY04, and I deploy with my current unit to OIF2/OEF5, how many days prior to my FY04 Projected Change of Command Date (PCOCD) can I expect to depart OIF/OEF theater?

A:  This question will have to be answered by your chain of command.  

Q:  Will I still have to complete my Pre-Command Course (PCC) requirements prior to assuming command?

A:  PCC requirements still apply.  The objective is to complete the course prior to assuming command if the timeline permits.  However, the requirement may be completed after assumption of command.

Q:  If I am deferred from command, will I still be slated for the same command?

A:  Yes.  Deferred commanders from OIF2/OEF5 will remain slated for the same command.

Q:  How many days can I expect to remain in command once my unit re-deploys?

A:  CSL brigade and battalion commanders can expect no more than 90-days stabilization after re-deployment.

Q:  Even though I am now a deferred commander in a unit deploying to OIF2/OEF5, can I still deploy with that division ISO GWOT?

A:  OPMD, HRC will consider moving officers on a case by case basis.  If the officer is not joint qualified, and is currently serving in joint, the officer will stay in the joint assignment. 

Q:  If I am slated to take command of a deploying OIF2/OEF5 Battalion/Brigade, will I be pre-positioned to that unit since the current commanders are being extended? 

A:  If the command asks for a pre-positioned Battalion/Brigade Cdr, HRC will make every effort to support the deploying unit’s request.  Completion of Joint tour credit will take precedence over pre-positioning.

