KOREA IS THE ASSIGNMENT OF CHOICE

By CPT Erik B. Neumann

Commander, HHC 175th FINCOM


Fellow company grade finance officers, Korea truly is the assignment of choice.  The 175th Finance Command (FINCOM) controls all finance functions in South Korea and is the only finance unit that performs all finance functions all the time.  This includes 3 payrolls (KN, NAF, soldiers), commercial accounts, solatium payments, contract support, agent funding, accounting both NAF and AFP--almost a billion dollars worth annually in addition to travel, disbursing, and military pay operations.  The 175th FINCOM also has oversight of the 16 community banks and credit unions that operate on military installations in Korea.  The 175th FINCOM is comprised of a Headquarters Detachment and 2 Finance Battalions, the 176th and the 177th.  The 177th Finance Battalion (FB) is stationed close to the DMZ and is the Army’s most forward deployed finance battalion.


As a company grade officer, there is no better job than taking command of a unit in the 175th FINCOM.  If you command in the 177th FB, you are in a forward deployed environment where monthly alerts are common.  The 177th FB is truly combat ready, with a “Fight Tonight” mentality.  There is no better job if you want to be on the forward edge of readiness.  If you command in the 176th FB you may be up to 200 miles away from the battalion headquarters which gives you responsibility and autonomy like no other job at our level.  Commanding in either the 176th FB or the HHC of 175th FINCOM on in Yongsan puts you in Seoul, a city with a metropolitan population of over 10 million people.  Forget about the MASH episodes you’ve seen about rural Korea during the 50s, the whole country is industrialized and modern.


Lieutenants often command in Korea which put them head and shoulders above their peers by the time they attend FCCC.  Again, we do it all in Korea and most of us do it inside of North Korean artillery range, which includes Seoul.  Staff positions are challenging but rewarding.  I cannot over-emphasize how much a company grade officer will learn and grow as a leader regardless of any position assigned.


The off-duty pleasures are abundant as well.  The country has beautiful scenery and delicious cuisine to explore.  Seoul offers everything from food, shopping, American movies to music, sightseeing, and amusement parks, Seoul has all you could ask for when it’s time to relax and enjoy yourself.  Best of all, no matter where you are stationed, Seoul is less than 4 hours away and waiting to be enjoyed.


I strongly encourage all company grade finance officers to contact MAJ Hall about Korea as their choice of assignment ASAP.  You won’t regret it.  It will be an assignment from which you will grow professionally and personally and fondly remember for years to come.  Feel free to visit the 175th FINCOM website at 

http:// 175fincom.korea.army.mil  Also, take a look at this map of Korea to see where our units are located.
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