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SUBJECT:  MILITARY AWARD CERTIFICATES 

1.  INDIVIDUAL MILITARY DECORATION CERTIFICATES BEARING THE SIGNATURE OF THE FORMER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, THOMAS E. WHITE, WILL NOT BE ISSUED AFTER 9 MAY 2003.  ALL CERTIFICATES FOR INDIVIDUAL DECORATIONS BEARING MR. WHITE'S OVERPRINTED SIGNATURE WILL BE DESTROYED.

2.  INFORMATION ON THE PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF NEW CERTIFICATES WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE.

3.  ON 5 MAY 93, SECRETARY WHITE APPROVED A CHANGE IN THE 

AUTHENTICATION OF THE CERTIFICATE ANNOUNCING AWARD OF THE LEGION OF MERIT (LM).  THE LM CERTIFICATE NO LONGER REQUIRES THE OVERPRINTED SIGNATURE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.  THIS CHANGE ALSO APPROVED A REVISION TO THE LM CERTIFICATE TO ELIMINATE "GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON" TO READ "BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY." 

4.  THE TRANSITION PROCESS FOR THIS CHANGE IS TWOFOLD.  FIRST, THE 

UTILIZATION AND EXHAUSTION OF EXISTING STOCKS OF LM CERTIFICATES BEARING THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY'S SIGNATURE BLOCK, AND SECOND, THE DESIGN AND PRINTING OF NEW LM CERTIFICATES.

5.  PHASE ONE:  COMMANDERS WILL TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO REQUISITION THRU ARMY PUBLICATION CHANNELS, LM CERTIFICATES THAT DO NOT HAVE THE FORMER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY WHITE'S OVERPRINTED SIGNATURE.  THESE CERTIFICATES WILL STILL HAVE THE WORDS "SECRETARY OF THE ARMY" PRINTED UNDER THE LINE IN THE LOWER RIGHT HAND PORTION OF THE CERTIFICATE.  THE APPROVAL AUTHORITY'S SIGNATURE BLOCK WILL BE NEATLY TYPED DIRECTLY UNDER THE WORDS "SECRETARY OF THE ARMY" WITH THE APPROVING AUTHORITY SIGNING ON THE LINE WHERE THE SECRETARY'S  OVERPRINTED SIGNATURE USE TO BE.  THE AWARD ORDERS DATA WILL BE TYPED ON THE LOWER LEFT HAND SIDE OF THE CERTIFICATE.  A SAMPLE CERTIFICATE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE AWARDS BRANCH WEBPAGE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

6.  PHASE TWO:  THE ARMY PUBLISHING DIRECTORATE WILL REDESIGN THE LM CERTIFICATES TO REMOVE THE WORDS "SECRETARY OF THE ARMY" FROM THE LOWER RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE CERTIFICATE.  ALSO, THE LINE "GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON" WILL BE CHANGED TO READ "BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY."  

7.  NEW LM CERTIFICATES WILL BE ISSUED WHEN THE EXISTING SUPPLY IS 

EXHAUSTED.  LM CERTIFICATES WITH THE OVERPRINTED SIGNATURE OF FORMER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY WHITE WILL BE DESTROYED.

8.  POINT OF CONTACTS AT THIS HEADQUARTERS ARE CW3 BOWERS, MRS. KING, OR SSG MIZNER, DSN  221-9171, COMM (703) 325-9171.

