DTG 271911 MAR 03

FROM: CDRPERSCOM ALEXANDRIA VA//TAPC-PDO-PA
TO:  COMCFLCC DOHA KUWAIT KU//C1//

         COMUSARCENT-CDRUSATHIRD FT MCPHERSON GA//AFRD-PA//

INFO:

HQDA WASH DC//DACS/DAMO/DALO/DAPE//

USCINCENT MACDILL AFB FL//CCJ1-MPSA//

CDRFORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA//AFAG-PSS-S//
COMUSARCENT-CDRTHIRD FT MCPHERSON GA//AFRD-PA//

AIG 7403

AIG 7406

UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT:  DELEGATION OF WARTIME APPROVAL AUTHORITY-OPERATIONS IN IRAQ

1.  FOR ALL UNITS IN THE AREA OF OPERATIONS, THE COMMANDER, COALITION FORCES LAND COMPONENT COMMAND (COMCFLCC) IS DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE SILVER STAR (SS) AND ALL LESSER DECORATIONS (EXCEPT THE LEGION OF MERIT), THE COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE (CIB) AND COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE (CMB) TO U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL UNDER HIS COMMAND.  THE COMCFLCC MAY FURTHER DELEGATE TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL (LTG) COMMANDERS AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE SS AND BELOW (EXCEPT THE LEGION OF MERIT) AND TO MAJOR GENERAL (MG) COMMANDERS OR BRIGADIER GENERAL’S (BG) SERVING IN MG POSITIONS AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL (BSM) AND BELOW TO U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL UNDER THEIR COMMAND.  
2.  THE COMCFLCC IS ALSO DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD DECORATIONS AUTHORIZED PER DOD 1348.33-M, MANUAL OF MILITARY DECORATIONS AND AWARDS, TO MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES OF FRIENDLY FOREIGN NATIONS IN THE GRADE OF COLONEL, OR EQUIVALENT, AND BELOW, AFTER APPROPRIATE CLEARANCES ARE RECEIVED FROM RESPECTIVE EMBASSIES AND THE PROVISIONS OF DOD 1348.33-M, ARE MET.  THIS AUTHORITY WILL NOT BE FURTHER DELEGATED.
3.  ARMY COMMANDERS IN THE RANKS OF BG AND COLONEL (COL), OF SEPARATE UNITS, ARE DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL TO U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL UNDER THEIR COMMAND.  
4.  COMMANDERS IN THE RANK OF BG AND ABOVE WHO HAVE TROOPS COMMITTED TO THE COMBAT OPERATION AND HOSPITAL COMMANDERS (NOT FIELD HOSPITAL COMMANDERS) RECEIVING CASUALTIES ARE DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE PURPLE HEART (PH) TO SOLDIERS WHO ARE WOUNDED AS THE DIRECT RESULT OF ENEMY ACTION.  REQUESTS FOR EXCEPTION TO POLICY FOR AWARD OF THE PH WILL BE FORWARDED THROUGH THE COMCFLCC TO HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) FOR DECISION.  ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE ON AWARDING THE PH WILL BE PROVIDED IN A FOLLOW-ON MESSAGE.
5.  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR, DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS,  DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL AND LEGION OF MERIT WILL BE FORWARDED TO HQDA FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE ARMY DECORATIONS BOARDS. 
6.  THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL AND ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL ARE PEACETIME AWARDS AND WILL NOT BE AWARDED FOR SERVICE IN THE THEATRE OF OPERATIONS, ONCE WARTIME CONDITIONS COMMENCE.
7.  AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE CIB AND CMB AS AUTHORIZED BY PARAGRAPHS 8-6 AND 8-7, AR 600-8-22.  THE CIB MAY BE AWARDED ONLY TO INFANTRY AND SPECIAL FORCES OFFICERS AND ENLISTED SOLDIERS (OTHER THAN SPECIAL FORCES MEDICS) WHO SATISFACTORILY PERFORM INFANTRY OR SPECIAL FORCES DUTIES IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT.  BATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDIT ALONE WILL NOT BE THE BASIS FOR AWARD OF THE CIB. THE CMB MAY BE AWARDED ONLY TO MEDICAL PERSONNEL WHO ACCOMPANY INFANTRY OR SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIERS IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT.  EFFECTIVE 16 JAN 91, PERSONNEL ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO ARMOR OR GROUND CAVALRY UNITS OF BRIGADE OR SMALLER SIZE AND WHO SATISFACTORILY PERFORM MEDICAL DUTIES WHILE THE UNIT IS ENGAGED IN ACTUAL GROUND COMBAT ALSO QUALIFY FOR THE CMB, PROVIDED THEY ARE PERSONALLY PRESENT AND UNDER FIRE.  BATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDIT ALONE WILL NOT BE THE BASIS FOR AWARD OF THE CMB.
8.  AWARD OF THE CIB AND CMB FOR OPERATIONS IN IRAQ FALL UNDER THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM (GWOT) ERA.  THEREFORE, ONLY ONE AWARD OF THE CIB OR CMB IS AUTHORIZED FOR PARTICIPATION IN OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) AND OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF).  FOR EXAMPLE, A SOLDIER WHO EARNED THE CIB OR CMB FOR OEF WILL NOT BE AWARDED A SECOND AWARD FOR OIF.  CURRENTLY, OEF IS THE 4TH CONFLICT QUALIFYING FOR AWARD OF THE CIB AND CMB.  THE VIETNAM ERA (3D CONFLICT TO QUALIFY FOR THE CIB AND CMB) WAS OFFICIALLY TERMINATED ON 10 MAR 95.  THE VIETNAM ERA INCLUDES THE VIETNAM CONFLICT; EL SALVADOR; GRENADA; PANAMA; PERSIAN GULF WAR; AND SOMALIA.  WEAR OF THE SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH AWARDS OF THE CIB ARE INDICATED BY SUPERIMPOSING 1, 2, AND 3 STARS RESPECTIVELY, CENTERED AT THE TOP OF THE BADGE BETWEEN THE POINTS OF THE OAK WREATH.  WEAR OF THE SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH AWARDS OF THE CMB ARE INDICATED BY SUPERIMPOSING 1, 2, AND 3 STARS RESPECTIVELY, CENTERED AT THE TOP AND BOTTOM OF THE BADGE.
9.  TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE ARMY AWARDS PROGRAM AND TO ENSURE MEANINGFUL RECOGNITION FOR TRULY DESERVING SOLDIERS, SPECIAL CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED SO THAT MILITARY DECORATIONS FOR MERITORIOUS AND VALOROUS ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE ARE ONLY APPROVED FOR THOSE SOLDIERS WHO TRULY DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES FROM AMONG THEIR COMRADES BY EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE IN COMBAT OR IN SUPPORT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS.
10.  AWARDS PRESENTED IN RECOGNITION OF SERVICE FOR VALOR AND ACHIEVEMENT MUST BE ACCURATELY RECORDED SO THAT DATA MAY BE CAPTURED FOR HISTORICAL AND POLICY EVALUATION PURPOSES.  THE NUMBER OF DECORATIONS AWARDED WILL BE INCLUDED IN A SEPARATE REPORT INDICATING AWARDS PRESENTED BY CATEGORY (VALOR, SERVICE, OR ACHIEVEMENT) AND BY COMMAND (CORPS LEVEL).  THE INITIAL REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED BY 15 JUN 03, COVERING THE PERIOD 19 MAR 03 THROUGH 31 MAY 03, AND WILL BE UPDATED QUARTERLY (THREE MONTHS) THEREAFTER.  THE REPORT SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE THE NUMBER OF COMBAT BADGES AND PHS AWARDED IN CONNECTION WITH THE OPERATION.  REPORTS WILL BE PROVIDED TO CFLCC C1 FOR CONSOLIDATION AND FORWARDING TO HQ, PERSCOM.
11.  INSTRUCTIONS FOR REQUISITION OF MEDALS AND CERTIFICATES WILL BE PROVIDED IN A FOLLOW-ON MESSAGE.
12.  THE AUTHORITY TO AWARD WARTIME AWARDS WILL BE REVIEWED REGULARLY AS THE TACTICAL SITUATION DICTATES AND AUTOMATICALLY TERMINATES 180 DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF COMBAT OPERATIONS.  FURTHER DELEGATION WILL BE AUTHORIZED IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE ARMY LEADERSHIP.  COMMANDERS DELEGATED WARTIME AWARDS APPROVAL AUTHORITY BY THE COMCFLCC WILL RETAIN THAT AUTHORITY ONLY WHILE THEY REMAIN IN THE THEATER OF OPERATIONS.  UPON THE COMMANDER’S RE-DEPLOYMENT, THE COMCFLCC WILL WITHDRAW THAT AUTHORITY.  COMMANDER WILL BE GIVEN 90 DAYS TO COMPLETE ANY PENDING AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS.  AFTER THAT TIME, WARTIME AWARDS WILL BE FORWARDED TO COMFLCC FOR PROCESSING.
13.  A FOLLOW-ON MESSAGE WILL PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS ON AUTHORIZED CAMPAIGN MEDALS; CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT; ASSAULT LANDING CREDIT; UNIT AWARDS; AWARDS TO CIVILIAN PERSONNEL; AWARDS TO MEMBERS OF OTHER U.S. SERVICES; AND FOREIGN AWARDS TO U.S. ARMY PERSONNEL.
14.  THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.
15.  FOR CLARIFICATION OF GUIDANCE PROVIDED, CONTACT CW3 BOWERS, MRS. KING, SFC BROWN OR SSG MIZNER AT HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) ON DSN 221-4721/4761/7459/9171, COMM (703) 325-4721/4761/7459/9171.  MR. RICKY ALLEN, U.S. ARMY CENTRAL COMMAND, THIRD ARMY, IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE POLICY AND PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE FOR WARTIME AWARDS.  HE CAN BE REACHED AT DSN 367-4146, COMM (404) 464-4146.
