DTG 110501Z MAR 02

FROM:  HQ, PERSCOM//TAPC-PDO-PA//

SUBJECT:  AWARD OF THE COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE (CIB) AND COMBAT 

MEDICAL BADGE (CMB) --OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM

A.  HQ, PERSCOM MESSAGE, DTG 051639Z DEC 01, SUBJ:  DELEGATION OF 

WARTIME APPROVAL AUTHORITY-OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM.

B.  AR 600-8-22, MILITARY AWARDS, 25 FEB 95.

1.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO CLARIFY THAT AN INFANTRY OR 

SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIER MUST BE ENGAGED IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARD OF THE CIB.

2.  THE FACT THAT AN INFANTRYMAN'S UNIT ENGAGES THE ENEMY OR RECEIVES BATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDIT DOES NOT ENTITLE THE SOLDIER TO THE BADGE.  THE INFANTRYMAN MUST HAVE BEEN PERSONALLY, REPEAT, PERSONALLY UNDER FIRE WHILE ASSIGNED TO THE INFANTRY UNIT.  ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR AWARD OF THE CIB ARE OUTLINED IN PARA 8-6, REF A AND CAN BE RETRIEVED ON LINE AT THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE:  

HTTP://BOOKS.USAPA.BELVOIR.ARMY.MIL/CGI-BIN/BOOKMGR/BOOKS/R600_822

3.  THE CIB IS AN INDIVIDUAL AWARD, NOT A UNIT AWARD.  INFANTRY 

PLATOONS, COMPANIES, BATTALIONS, AND BRIGADES RECEIVE COMBAT INFANTRY STREAMERS WHEN 65 PERCENT OF THEIR TOE STRENGTH ARE INDIVIDUALLY AWARDED THE CIB.

4.  THE CMB CRITERIA PARALLELS THAT OF THE CIB IN THAT THE FIELD 

MEDIC WHO ACCOMPANIES THE INFANTRYMAN INTO BATTLE AND SHARES WITH HIM THE EXPERIENCES UNIQUE TO THE INFANTRY IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT QUALIFIES FOR THE CMB.  CRITERIA FOR THE CMB IS OUTLINED IN PARA 8-7, REF A.  THE WEBSITE TO RETRIEVE AR 600-8-22 IS PROVIDED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.

5.  APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR THE CIB AND CMB ARE COMFLCC AND THOSE 

COMMANDS THAT HAVE BEEN DELEGATED WARTIME AWARD APPROVAL BY COMFLCC.  REQUESTS THAT CANNOT BE DETERMINED BY COMFLCC OR BY ANY COMMAND DELEGATED APPROVAL AUTHORITY WILL BE FORWARDED TO HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) FOR REVIEW AND DETERMINATION.

6.  REQUEST THIS MESSAGE BE DDISSEMINATED TO ALL CIB/CMB APPROVING 

AUTHORITIES.

7.  POC FOR THIS OFFICE ARE CW3 COY OR MRS. KING AT DSN 

221-4721/9171, COMM (703) 325-4721/9171.
