MILPER MESSAGE NR 00-138 (CORRECTED COPY #2)

REVISED CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF THE AIRCRAFT CREW MEMBER BADGE

A. AR 600-106, FLYING STATUS FOR NON-RATED AVIATION PERSONNEL, 3 DEC 98.

B. AR 600-8-104, MILITARY PERSONNEL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT/RECORDS, 27 APR 

92.

C. AR 600-8-105, MILITARY ORDERS, 28 OCT 94.

1. THIS MESSAGE WILL EXPIRE 31 MARCH 2002 OR UPON RELEASE OF 

REVISION TO REFERENCE ALPHA.

2. ON 20 FEB 00, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PERSONNEL, APPROVED 

MAJOR CHANGES, INCLUDING NAME CHANGE, TO THE ARMY’S AIRCRAFT CREW MEMBER BADGE. EFFECTIVE 29 FEB 00, THE BASIC, SENIOR, AND MASTER AIRCRAFT CREW MEMBER BADGE ARE CHANGED TO BASIC, SENIOR, AND MASTER AVIATION BADGES. PARAGRAPHS 8-24, 8-25, 8-26, AND 8-27, AR 600-8-22 ARE REVISED AS FOLLOWS:

8-24. AVIATION BADGES

A. BADGES AUTHORIZED. THERE ARE THREE DEGREES OF 

AVIATION BADGE AUTHORIZED FOR AWARD. THE DEGREES ARE BASIC, SENIOR AND MASTER.

B. BADGE APPROVAL AUTHORITY. PERMANENT AWARD OF THESE 

BADGES WILL BE MADE BY COMMANDERS EXERCISING JURISDICTION OVER THE INDIVIDUALS’ PERSONNEL RECORDS. PERMANENT AWARD OF THESE BADGES BASED UPON WOUNDS OR COMBAT MISSIONS WILL BE REFERRED TO COMMANDER, PERSCOM, ATTN: TAPC-PDO-PA, 200 STOVALL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332-0471.

C. SPECIAL POLICY.

(1) THE RETROACTIVE DATE FOR THESE BADGES IS 1 JANUARY 

1947.

(2) THE MASTER AVIATION BADGE AND THE SENIOR AVIATION 

BADGE ARE AUTHORIZED FOR PERMANENT WEAR. THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE MAY BE AUTHORIZED FOR TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT WEAR. AN OFFICER AWARDED AN AVIATION BADGE WHILE SERVING IN AN ENLISTED STATUS IS AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE BADGE AS A PERMANENT PART OF THE UNIFORM.

(3) PERMANENT AWARD OF THE BASIC, MASTER, AND SENIOR AVIATION BADGES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN PERMANENT ORDERS BY COMMANDERS AUTHORIZED TO APPROVE THE AWARD.  SEE AR 600-8-105 FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

D. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.  ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH BADGE ARE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS.

8-25. AVIATION BADGE – BASIC

A.  PERMANENT AWARD.

(1) FOR PERMANENT AWARD OF THIS BADGE, AN INDIVIDUAL MUST BE ON FLYING STATUS IAW AR 600-106 OR BE GRANTED WAIVER BY HQ, PERSCOM, TAPC-PLP-I; BE ON FLYING STATUS (PHYSICALLY QUALIFIED-CLASS III), HAVE PERFORMED IN-FLIGHT DUTIES FOR NOT LESS THAN 12 MONTHS (NOT NECESSARILY CONSECUTIVE); OR BY LOGGING NOT LESS THAN 48 FLIGHT HOURS (WHICHEVER COMES FIRST), OR BE SCHOOL TRAINED.

(2) AN OFFICER ON FLYING STATUS AS AN AERIAL OBSERVER MAY BE AWARDED THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE.  U.S. ARMY PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TP A JOINT SERVICE AIRBORNE COMMAND POST AND SERVING AS MEMBERS OF AN OPERATIONAL TEAM ON FLYING STATUS MANNING THE AIRBORNE COMMAND POST ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE AWARD OF THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE.  CONCURRENT WITH SUCH ASSIGNMENT, THESE PERSONNEL ARE AUTHORIZED TEMPORARY WEAR OF THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE UNTIL RELIEVED FROM SUCH DUTY OR UNTIL SUCH TIME AS HE OR SHE FULFILLS THE MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMANENT AWEARD.

(3) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS BEEN INCAPACITATED FOR 

FURTHER FLIGHT DUTY BY REASON OF BEING WOUNDED AS A RESULT OF ENEMY ACTION, OR INJURED AS THE RESULT OF AN AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT FOR WHICH HE OR SHE WAS PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE, OR HAS PARTICIPATED IN AT LEAST 15 COMBAT MISSIONS UNDER PROBABLE EXPOSURE TO ENEMY FIRE WHILE PERFORMING IN-FLIGHT DUTIES IS PERMANENTLY AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE.

(4) THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE MAY BE PERMANENTLY 

AWARDED TO SOLDIERS UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF FORMAL ADVANCED INDIVIDUAL TRAINING (AIT) IN CAREER MANAGEMENT FIELD (CMF) 67 AND (CMF) 93  MOS OR MOS 71P, AND TO SOLDIERS WHO PREVIOUSLY COMPLETED AIT IN CMF 28 MOS.  THIS INCLUDES SOLDIERS WHO GRADUATED FROM AIT FOR MOS IN THE 68 SERIES.  SOLDIERS HOLDING MOS 35L, 35M, 35Q, AND 35W WHO GRADUATED FROM A CMF 67 AIT PRIOR TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1996 AND MOS 93C AND 93P WHO GRADUATED FROM A CMF 93 AIT AFTER 31 DECEMBER 1985 ARE AUTHORIZED BASED ON DOCUMENTED PRIOR AIT.

(5) INDIVIDUALS WHO MEET THE CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF THE 

ARMY ASTRONAUT DEVICE AND ARE NOT AUTHORIZED AN AVIATOR, FLIGHT SURGEON OR AVIATION BADGE WILL BE AWARDED THE AVIATION BADGE IN ADDITION TO THE ARMY ASTRONAUT DEVICE.

(6) THE BASIC AVIATION BADGE MAY BE PERMANENTLY 

AWARDED TO SOLDIERS UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF FORMAL AIT IN (CMF) 93 MOS’. SOLDIERS PREVIOUSLY HOLDING MOS 93B WHO GRADUATED FROM A (CMF) 93 AIT PRIOR TO 1 JANUARY 1998 AND SOLDIERS PREVIOUSLY HOLDING MOS 93D WHO GRADUATED FROM A (CMF) 93 AIT PRIOR TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1996, TO INCLUDE MOS 71P WHO GRADUATED FROM AIT PRIOR TO 30 JUNE 1984, ARE AUTHORIZED THE BADGE BASED ON DOCUMENTED AIT AFTER 7 APRIL 1983. 

B.    TEMPORARY AWARD. THE COMMANDER OF ANY ARMY UNIT WHICH HAS ARMY AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED MAY AUTHORIZE IN PUBLISHED ORDERS QUALIFIED PERSONNEL OF HIS OR HER COMMAND TO WEAR THE AVIATION BADGE TEMPORARILY. THE INDIVIDUAL MUST BE PERFORMING IN-FLIGHT DUTIES.

         8-26. SENIOR AVIATION BADGE

A. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.  FOR AWARD OF THIS BADGE, AN 

INDIVIDUAL MUST EITHER SUCCESSFULLY PERFORM 7 YEAERS ON FLIGHT STATUS (PHYSICALLY QUALIFIED-CLASS III) IN A PRINCIPAL DUTY ASSIGNMENT AS DESCRIBED IN AR 600-106. SOLDIERS IN (CMF) 67 AND 93, OR MOS 71P, INCLUDING ALL 68 SERIES MOS’, WARRANT OFFICERS MOS’ 150A AND 151A, AND MOS 00Z INDIVIDUALS FROM (CMF) 67 OR 93, OR MOS 71P FIELD, MAY QUALIFY FOR THE SENIOR AVIATION BADGE WITH 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AND IF THEY MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

(1) ONLY TIME INVOLVING FREQUENT AND 

REGULAR FLIGHTS WILL BE COUNTED TOWARD FULFILLMENT OF THIS REQUIREMENT, EXCEPT THAT TIME INVOLVED IN TRANSIT BETWEEN PCS ASSIGNMENTS TO INCLUDE TDY, WILL ALSO BE CREDITED.

(2) SOLDIERS WHO RETAIN (CMF) 67 OR 93, OR MOS 

71P, WHILE PERFORMING CAREER PROGRESSIVE ASSIGNMENTS, ESPECIALLY DUTIES AS DRILL INSTRUCTOR OR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ADVISOR WILL BE COUNTED TOWARDS THIS REQUIREMENT NOT TO EXCEED 36 MONTHS. WARRANT OFFICERS MOS 150A OR 151A MAY QUALIFY FOR THIS BADGE AFTER SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMING 7 YEARS ON FLIGHT STATUS OR 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN (CMF) 67 OR 93, OR MOS 71P, MOS 150A OR 151A. PRIOR ENLISTED (CMF) 67 TIME, TO INCLUDE MOS 71P, MAY COUNT WITH MOS 151A EXPERIENCE AND (CMF) 93 TIME MAY COUNT WITH MOS 150A EXPERIENCE TO FULFILL THIS REQUIREMENT. THE RETROACTIVE DATE FOR THIS BADGE UNDER THIS CRITERIA IS 7 APRIL 1983.

(3) DISPLAYED COMPLETE COMPETENCE IN THE 

PRINCIPAL DUTY OR DUTIES PERFORMED LEADING TO THIS AWARD.

(4) ATTAINED THE GRADE OF E-4 OR HIGHER.  

(5) BE RECOMMENDED BY THE UNIT COMMANDER 

OF THE UNIT TO WHICH PRESENTLY ASSIGNED.

B. RETROACTIVE AWARD. THE RETROACTIVE DATE FOR 

AWARD OF THIS BADGE IS 7 APRIL 1983 FOR SOLDIERS IN (CMF) 93, MOS 71P, WARRANT OFFICER MOS’ 150A AND 151A AND INDIVIDUALS IN MOS 00Z. SOLDIERS HOLDING (CMF) 93 OR 93D, PRIOR TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1996 AND MOS 93B PRIOR TO 1 JANUARY 1998, TO INCLUDE MOS 71P PRIOR TO 30 JUNE 1984 MAY QUALIFY FOR AWARD OF THE SENIOR AVIATION BADGE BASED ON DOCUMENTED EXPERIENCE.

8-27. MASTER AVIATION BADGE

A. FOR AWARD OF THIS BADGE, AN INDIVIDUAL MUST 

EITHER SUCCESSFULLY PERFORM 15 YEARS ON FLIGHT STATUS (PHYSICALLY QUALIFIED-CLASS III) IN A PRINCIPAL DUTY ASSIGNMENT AS DESCRIBED IN AR 600-106. SOLDIERS IN CAREER MANAGEMENT FIELDS (CMF) 67 OR 93, IN MOS 71P INCLUDING ALL 68 SERIES MOS’, WARRANT OFFICERS MOS’ 150A AND 151A AND INDIVIDUALS IN MOS 00Z FROM A (CMF) 67 OR 93 FIELD, OR MOS 71P, MAY QUALIFY FOR THE MASTER AVIATION BADGE WITH 17 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AND MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

(1) ONLY TIME INVOLVING FREQUENT AND 

REGULAR FLIGHTS WILL BE COUNTED TOWARD FULFILLMENT OF THIS REQUIREMENT, EXCEPT THAT TIME INVOLVED IN TRANSIT BETWEEN PCS ASSIGNMENTS, TO INCLUDE TDY, WILL ALSO BE CREDIT.

(2) SOLDIERS THAT RETAIN (CMF) 67, 93, OR MOS 71P 

WHILE PERFORMING CAREER PROGRESSIVE ASSIGNMENTS, ESPECIALLY DUTIES AS DRILL SERGEANT, RECRUITER, CAREER MANAGEMENT NCO, CAREER ADVISOR, INSTRUCTOR OR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ADVISOR WILL BE COUNTED TOWARDS THIS REQUIREMENT NOT TO EXCEED 36 MONTHS. WARRANT OFFICER MOS 150A AND 151A MAY QUALIFY FOR THIS BADGE AFTER SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMING 15 YEARS ON FLIGHT STATUS OR 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN (CMF) 67, 93, OR MOS 71P, 150A AND 151A. PRIOR ENLISTED (CMF) 67 TIME, TO INCLUDE MOS 71P, MAY COUNT WITH MOS 151A EXPERIENCE AND (CMF) 93 TIME MAY COUNT WITH MOS 150A EXPERIENCE TO FULFILL THIS REQUIREMENT.

B. RETROACTIVE DATE. THE RETROACTIVE DATE FOR THE 

BADGE UNDER THIS REVISED CRITERIA IS 1 JANUARY 1976. THE RETROACTIVE FOR (CMF) 93, MOS 71P, WARRANT OFFICER MOS’ 150A AND 151A AND INDIVIDUALS IN MOS 00Z IS 7 APRIL 1983. SOLDERS HOLDING (CMF) 93, MOS 93D, PRIOR TO 30 SEP 96 AND MOS 93B, PRIOR TO 1 JANUARY 1998, TO INCLUDE MOS 71P RIOR TO 30 JUNE 1984 MAY QUALIFY FOR THE WEAR OF THE SENIOR AVIATION BADGE BASED ON DOCUMENTED EXPERIENCE.

C. DISPLAYED COMPLETE COMPETENCE IN THE PRINCIPAL 

DUTY OR DUTIES PERFORMED LEADING TO THIS AWARD.

D. ATTAINED THE GRADE OF E-6 OR HIGHER.

E. BE RECOMMENDED BY THE UNIT COMMANDER AND 

ENDORSED BY THE NEXT HIGHER COMMMANDER OF THE UNIT TO WHICH PRESENTLY ASSIGNED.

3. THESE CHANGES WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO AN UPCOMING 

CHANGE TO AR 600-8-22. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE REGULATION IS UPDATED, THIS MESSAGE WILL BE USED TO AWARD THE BADGES UNDER THE REVISED CRITERIA.

4. LOCAL MPD/PSB’S WILL USE AR 600-8-105, PARAGRAPH 2.8 AS 

GUIDANCE WHEN PROCESSING TWO OR MORE ELIGIBLE SOLDIERS FOR THE AWARD OF EITHER THE AVIATION, SENIOR, MASTER AVIATION BADGE, TO INCLUDE ANY RETROACTIVE BADGE AWARDS, AS ONE COMPLETE ACTION.

5. REQUESTS FOR AWARD OF THE SENIOR AND MASTER AVIATION 

BADGES THAT CANNOT BE RESOLVED AT THE LOCAL MPD/PSB WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY AVIATION CENTER AND SCHOOL (USAAVNC), ATTN: ATZQ-AP, FORT RUCKER, AL 36362-5000. USAAVNC POINT OF CONTACT IS SFC SHEEHAN, AVIATION PROPONENCY OFFICE, ATZQ-AP, DSN 558-2653, COMM (334) 255-2653 OR EMAIL: SHEEHANB@RUCKER.ARMY.MIL  

6. FOR AIG 7406, REQUEST THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE BE GIVEN 

WIDEST DISSEMINATION.

