TC Newsletter 02-06
1. Reference Transition Center (TC) Newsletters 02-04 (28DEC01) and 02-05 (31JAN02).
2. As everyone knows, there has been much confusion over the new "transitional health care provision" as written in the FY02 appropriations bill.  The amended 10 United States Code (USC), section 1145 deleted the words "and the dependents of the member".  As a result, only soldiers have been issued an Identification (I)D card to receive this transitional health care benefit.
3. The good news is-- Congress' intent was not to take this transitional health care benefit away from the separating soldier's dependent(s).  I have been told that Congress plans to amend this law as soon as possible.
4. In the interim, Office Secretary of Defense (OSD) (Health Affairs) TRICARE Management Activity is working a proposed solution until the new statute can be passed.  PLEASE BE MINDFUL, THE PROPOSED PLAN HAS NOT BEEN FINALIZED. I'm in close contact with the author of this proposal and he will keep me informed as soon as something becomes final. 
5. TCs may want to encourage the soldiers that are eligible to receive this transitional health to have their dependents continue with the network providers and be sure to keep all their medical receipts.  
6. Please hold all your questions on the proposed plan, until I receive final word.  Until the proposal becomes final, the operational procedures cannot be provided. 
7. TC Chief, please ensure this information is passed on to all your staff and anyone else that may benefit from the information.
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