Good morning everyone:

We could use your help.  We are hoping you can either help us spread the word, or tell us how we can contact the field separation points.  Do you have the capability of contacting all of them at one time?  Is this something that we could do via email?  We want to let the separation points know about the new AR 15-80, as well as point out the following IMPORTANT issues:

Para 1-14.  SEPARATION AUTHORITIES - Separation authorities will accomplish automatic grade determinations at the time of a soldier's separation.  Separation authorities will ensure that the personnel records of individuals not subject to automatic grade determinations are forwarded to the proper authority as identified in this regulation for grade determinations.

Para 2-3.  AUTOMATIC GRADE DETERMINATIONS - Most grade determinations do not require action by the AGDRB [Army Grade Determination Review Board] or the exercise of discretion by other authorities because they are automatic grade determinations that result from the operation of law and this regulation.  For example, under section 3961(b), title 10, United States Code (10 USC 3961(b)), an enlisted soldier will normally retire at the grade held on the date of retirement.  Under 10 USC 1370, an officer will normally retire at the highest grade served, unless service at that grade is deemed unsatisfactory, or the officer failed to meet the statutory time in grade requirements.  Circumstances requiring referral for discretionary grade determinations are discussed in chapters 3 and 4 [of this regulation].

Within Para 3-2.b. - the important change is ... In all other 30-year cases [where the reduction was not caused by misconduct, inefficiency, or for cause], the retirement authority will initiate the grade determination process at the time of retirement.  Retirement authorities will initiate these grade determinations beginning with retirements occurring no later than 6 months after the effective date of this regulation [12 August 2002], that is no later than 12 February 2003.

Para 3-3.  PHYSICAL DISABILITY CASES - An enlisted soldier being processed for physical separation or retirement, not currently serving in the highest grade served, will be referred to the AGDRB for a grade determination, unless the soldier is entitled to a higher or equal grade by operation of law (sections 1212 and 1372, title 10, United States Code (10 USC 1212 and 1372).

Para 4-3.  PHYSICAL DISABILITY CASES - Officers being processed for physical separation or disability retirement, not currently serving in the highest grade served, will be referred to the AGDRB for a grade determination, unless the officer is entitled to a higher or equal grade by operation of law (10 USC 1212 and 1372).  The AGDRB cannot waive the statutory time in grade requirements for officer positions; however, these provisions are waived by operation of law in some automatic grade determinations for physical disability separation or retirements.

As mentioned in a previous email . . . 

The new regulation, titled Army Grade Determination Review Board and Grade Determinations (AR 15-80, dated 12 July 2002), is now on-line, and becomes effective on 12 August 2002.  You can find the new regulation by going to http://www.usapa.army.mil/and selecting "Official Publications."  At that drop-down menu, either select "New Publications" or "Army Administrative Publications."  At "New Publications," you will see AR 15-80 currently as the first regulation listed - remember, at some point, this will no longer be considered a "new regulation."  At "Army Administrative Publications," you will need to type in "AR 15-80."  I hope you can have your web-master create a link to that web-site - - if you have a web-page that references benefits for retirees.
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